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Crime Update as of 10/1 


All Part I (serious) crime in Wilshire is down 13.9% YTD, which means 661 few people have been 
victimized than at this time last year (down 19.2% without the crimes that occurred during the unrest). 


All Part I Violent Crime (Homicide, Rape, Robbery & Aggravated Assault): Overall +6.8% (or 52 crimes) 
Adjusting out the 99 assaults on officers the weekend of May 30, down 6.1% (or 47 crimes) 

All Part | Property Crime (GTA, Burglary, Theft from Motor Vehicle, Grand Theft) : Overall down 17.9% (or 
713 fewer crimes), and if you subtract out the unrest related looting, we are down 21.7%. 


CAUTION: In the past week we have noted an increase in street robberies utilizing weapons, targeting 
specifically lone persons walking or jogging during the evening/dusk/dark hours. Please be alert and 
aware and utilize the “buddy system,” be aware of cars that may pass you and then return, etc. 





THE ORGANIZATION OF THE LAPD 
The Los Angeles Police Department is, by necessity, a paramilitary organization with a similarly structured 
chain of command and span of authority and control. In addition to the Geographic Bureaus, several 
other specialized bureaus exist. Below is a VERY simplified version of Department’s organizational chart 
with the most sizeable commands. 


Basic, front line, uniformed patrol, and investigative detectives, are divided among 21 geographic areas or 
divisions (police stations), which are assigned to one of our four geographic bureaus. Wilshire Area, for 
instance, is assigned to Operations-West Bureau, along with West LA Division, Hollywood Division, Pacific 
Division, and Olympic Division. Bureaus are commanded by a Deputy Chief, assisted by a Commander. 


Geographic Areas are commanded by a Captain III (that would be me) who oversees all functions within 
that command, to include patrol, detectives, all specialized units (VICE, Narcotics, Gangs, SLO and CRO) as 
well as all administrative support functions (records, timekeeping, training, etc). Subordinate to that 
Captain III is a Captain | who oversees the patrol functions, and a Lieutenant II who runs the detective 
operations. 
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HOW THE DEPARTMENT PRIORITIZES YOUR RADIO CALLS 


One of the frequent concerns presented to me by members of the public involves questions about why it 
took officers as long as it did to respond to their radio call. It has also become clear to me over the years 
that the general public frequently does not have a clear understanding of the true number of calls we 
handle and the true work load our officers carry. So, it occurred to me to take advantage of this forum to 
explain exactly how we prioritize our calls, how we can actually have officers en route to your request for 
service and then get pulled away to go to another higher priority call, and how many calls we truly handle 
on a yearly and monthly basis. 


When a radio call is generated it will be designated as either Priority |, Priority 2 or Priority 3. These 
priorities are defined as follows: 

Priority l: a serious public hazard; the preservation of life; a serious crime in progress; the prevention of a 
serious crime; if an officer requests another unit to respond Code 3 — these calls are dispatched/assigned as 
soon as possible and the assigned unit(s) will respond Code 3 (full lights and siren). 

Priority Il: A call of an urgent nature but not life threatening — these calls must be dispatched/assigned to a 
unit within 15 minute. Officers respond as soon as possible but not with lights and siren. 

Priority Ill: These are non-priority, or “non-coded” calls which generally involve very minor crimes, 
nuisance issues or civil disputes (specifically, loud radios, loud parties, and neighbor and landlord tenant 
disputes) — these calls are handled when no higher priority calls are waiting. 


The computer aided dispatch system permits each unit (police car) to hold up to eight calls in their “buffer” 
or que (this does not include calls being held in que by the dispatcher which have not yet been assigned to 
any unit). The officers then handle those call in priority order, based on the above criteria. On busy 
days/nights that buffer for each unit will be full, and as a unit completes a call and clears it, if that reduces 
their buffer to seven, they may immediately get assigned another Priority | or Priority II call. This will push 
the other six or seven lower priority calls down and delay response. This could happen repeatedly in the 
shift, and this is why response to those non-coded (Priority III) calls will frequently be delayed. 


Please DO NOT lie or embellish the nature of your request in an effort to speed up our response — that 
can be considered a crime (false police report/false 911 call). More importantly, when we upgrade our 
priority response to such a call, we are deprioritizing other calls which may in fact validly need our timely 
attention — you could be jeopardizing people's safety. You should, however, call back our dispatch center, or 
dial 911, if the circumstances of your call do change and the conditions do become more pressing (ie. in the 
course of a verbal dispute someone introduces a weapon or threatens to do so, etc). We will upgrade our 
response if the circumstances warrant it. Finally, please do not get frustrated with the dispatcher as they 
gather information from you and ask more questions — this does not delay officer s’ response to a critical 
call. Our dispatchers are highly trained and dedicated professionals with amazing skill at multi-tasking. It 
is likely they have already sent officers en route to you as they gather more information. 


Just to provide the full perspective and context, the LAPD handled 1.96 million calls for service in 2019. In 
the four week period ending September 26, 2020, the Department handled 66,479 calls for service City- 
wide. On average, Wilshire Division patrol officers average close to 900 calls for service each week, not 
including traffic collisions or self initiated investigations/activities (traffic stops, investigative stops, citizen 
flag downs, etc). 


Wilshire Division’s average response time to calls is generally under the Department average: 

Priority l: 5.4 Mins Priority Il: 18.2 Mins Priority III/Non-Coded: 54.4 Mins 
Note: these times are total, from the point the call is answered by the dispatcher and information starts to 
be collected, to the actual arrival of officers at the scene of the incident. 


STAY AWARE OF POLICE ACTIVITIES IN WILSHIRE 


I recognize when residents and business owners see police activity in their communities you will naturally 
grow concerned and curious. Both I and my Senior Lead Officers frequently receive emails and phone 
calls from people asking for information on police helicopter activity and heavy police presence in various 
areas. Please keep aware of a few important things when you consider seeking information of this nature: 


e As events such as this unfold, I and my officers are frequently engaged in the incident itself. A 
hyperdynamic event requires our full attention, and our cell phones are frequently in great demand as 
we coordinate the event and the tactical response. This will delay our ability to monitor emails. It also 
means our cell phones must remain open for tactical communications and our attention must remain on 
the incident at hand. 

e If we are on a day off or away from the incident, we likely will not be able to obtain the information to 
satisfy your request, because those we would call who have that knowledge are at scene and dealing 
with the aforementioned issues. 

e Please DO NOT CALL THE STATION OR THE WATCH COMMANDER to inquire about such 
incidents. The watch commander is likely dealing with issues related to the tactical field scenario 
(requesting additional resources and coordinating the response of outside entities to support the 
incident, etc) or making critical notifications (like waking me up at 3 o’clock in the morning). At the 
same time, the watch commander must be making every effort to ensure police operations remain 
effective and responsive to the rest of the division — the calls for service do not cease just because a 
critical incident is unfolding in one region. 


SO WHAT CAN YOU DO TO GET INFORMATION? I highly recommend you follow Wilshire 
Division on Twitter - @lapdwilshire. We will try to post information about incidents that effect the public 
or may be of interest or curiosity. HOWEVER - the postings will at times be somewhat vague or general, 
this is done for operational security and to respect the rights of parties involved (victims, etc). We may 
simply refer to a “tactical operation” taking place in a general area. Please keep in mind the intersection 
identified will be general, and the operation likely encompasses a perimeter several blocks in each 
direction. Please also understand that posting may be delayed somewhat as we stabilize the situation and 
find time to put a blast out on social media. 


When you find you are impacted by one of these events, please stay in your homes and lock your doors. 
There is a high likelihood we are conducting a search for a suspect who has fled from us into the 
neighborhood. If you become aware of suspicious persons, noises, etc. coming from around your home, 
yard, or street — please DIAL 9-1-1. Rest assured if it is necessary for you to relocate from your home or 
evacuate the area for your safety, we will pro-actively notify you in person and escort you out. Please do 
NOT exit your home to watch the police helicopter or approach officers on the perimeter — their attention 
must remain on the incident. 


When the situation is over and you would like to know more, feel free to ask. Reach out via email or 
through your neighborhood liaison, and I/we will give you what details we can when we have them and 
can appropriately respond. 


But for now, please follow us on Twitter. I, though not excessively technologically savvy, am proud to say 
I recently graduated from “tweeting by crayon” to at least “tweeting by Sharpie”. I find this method 
easier and quicker than attempting to type on a tiny Iphone keyboard and subject to Twitter 
character/symbol limitations. So, when you see a posting which is a photo of a handwritten statement in 
Sharpie (usually blue Sharpie), know that is likely being posted by me personally. Pll leave the fancy 
stuff to my very capable staff. 
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COMMUNITY ALERT 


Notification 
LOS ANGELES POLICE DEPARTMENT 


OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE WILSHIRE AREA CRIME & COMMUNITY INTELLIGENCE CENTER 





ceca es | om | 
2007-14378 1300 Block of Meadowbrook Av 0745 09/29/20 2120 Hours 





SUSPECT: MH, 507/15, 25-30 YOA; mustache, goatee, black New Orleans Saints hat, green shirt with white Tesla 
logo, dark pants. 

MO: Suspect walks up to the front porch and takes multiple packages. Suspect fled N/B on foot towards an 
unk location. 


if you have any information regarding the identity of the suspect or circumstances regarding the crime, please E-Mail detsO7@lapd.online 
To report anonymously, please contact Crime Stoppers at one of the options below. 
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Join our Live National Night Out event via Zoom 
TUESDAY ýy OCTOBER 6, 2020 
5:00 - 6:00 p.m. 


Zoom log in YY https://lapd.zoom.us/j/5490950860 
Meeting ID: 549 095 0860 















Wilshire Community Relations Office 213 473 - 0200 





